Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO SS-15 NSC-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SSO-OO NSCE-00 
INRE-00 /055 W 

021217 111066/17 

OR021115Z MAR 77 

FM USMISSION USBERLIN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4142 

INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY ROME 

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

UNCLAS USBERLIN 0630 

FOR EUR/CE 

E.O.l 1652: N/A 

TAGS: PGOV, PDIP, OTRA.UK, IT, IS, WB 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF BISHOP LEISKE AND AMERICAN RELIGIOUS TOWN 
HALL GROUP 

REF: STATE 31623 ( NOTAL) 

1 . MINISTER RECEIVED ON FEBRUARY 28 LETTER FROM 
BISHOP A.A. LEISKE, DATED FEBRUARY 24 IN WHICH 
LATTER ANNOUNCED VISIT TO BERLIN BY DELEGATION OF 
AMERICAN RELIGIOUS TOWN HALL MEETING ON MARCH 18 AND 19 
( WE HAD ALREADY BEEN ALERTED TO VISIT BY REFTEL). 

BISHOP LEISKE ASKED THAT MISSION MAKE APPROPRIATE 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR HIS GROUP FOR MARCH 19 AND CONTACT 
HIM AT HIS BERLIN HOTEL, SYLTER HOF, ON AFTERNOON 

OF MARCH 18. ( FYI: HOTEL SYLTER HOF HAS NO RESER- 
VATIONS UNDER NAME OF LEISKE OR AMERICAN RELIGIOUS 
TOWN HALL MEETING FOR PERIOD MARCH 18-20. END FYI.) 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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2. SINCE IT IS POSSIBLE THAT MINISTER'S REPLY , WHICH 
SENT MARCH 2, WILL NOT ARRIVE PRIOR TO GROUP'S DE- 
PARTURE FOR ROME ( PRESUMABLY MARCH 9 OR 10), 

REQUEST EUR/CE TELEPHONE BISHOP LEISKE ( AREA CODE 
214, 328-9828) AND READ HIM TEXT OF MINISTER'S LETTER 
WHICH FOLLOWS: 

QTE DEAR BISHOP LEISKE, 
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THAN YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OF FEBRUARY 24 INFORMING 
ME THAT YOU AND A GROUP FROM THE AMERICAN RELIGIOUS 
TOWN HALL MEETING WILL BE VISITING BERLIN ON 
MARCH 18 AND 19. 

WE HAVE ASKED THE SENAT OF BERLIN, THE EXECUTIVE 
BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT IN THIS CITY-STATE, WHETEHR IT 
MIGHT BE POSSIBLE FOR MEMBERS OF YOUR DELEGATION TO CALL ON 
THE GOVERNING MAYOR, KLAUS SCHUETZ, SOMETIME ON 
SATURDAY, MARCH 19. WE WILL PROBABLY NOT HAVE THE 
SENAT'S RESPONSE PRIOR TO YOUR DEPARTURE FROM THE 
UNITED STATES, BUT ONE OF OUR OFFICERS, MR. LANDFAIR, 

WILL TELEPHONE YOU AT THE HOTEL SYLTER HOF ON THE 
AFTERNOON OF FRIDAY, MARCH 18 TO GIVE YOU THIS 
INFORMATION. 

SINCE BERLIN IS STILL AN OCCUPIED CITY UNDER THE 
CONTROL OF THE WARTIME ALLIES, THE THREE ALLIED 
COMMANDANTS ARE SOVEREIGN IN THE WESTERN SECTORS OF BERLIN. WE 
WOULD BE PREPARED TO OFFER YOU AND YOUR DELEGATION 
A BRIEFING AT U.S. HEADQUARTERS ON THE ROLE OF THE 
UNITED STATES IN BERLIN AT 9:00A.M. ON SATURDAY, 

MARCH 19. THIS BRIEFING WHICH WOULD LAST APPROXIMATELY 
ONE HOUR, WOULD NOT CONFLICT WITH A CALL ON THE 
GOVERNING MAYOR SHOULD WE BE SUCCESSFUL IN ARRANGING 
ONE. IN ADDITION, OUR PRESS OFFICER WILL ISSUE A 
PRESS ADVISORY ON THE VISIT OF YOUR GROUP TO BERLIN, 

BUT HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO PROVIDE OTHER ASSISTANCE 
WITH RESPECT TO THE PRESS. 

SINCERELY, 

SCOTT GEORGE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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AMERICAN MINISTER UNQTE 

3. MISSION WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF EUR/CE CLULD ASCERTAIN 

SIZE OF GROUP AND WHETHER THERE ARE ANY CHANGES IN ITINERARY. 

GEORGE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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